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This is one of those books that I may well decide later is a five star book. Very dark misogynistic scenes with a lot of light at the end of the tunnel. A difficult apologetic to get through but one that has some staying power. Definitely NOT the feel good read of the summer but perhaps the most enduring book that I have read in a long time.

[image: image2.png]Q lulubelle

e e 77 Not sure about what | just read...

September 19, 2016
Format: Kindle Edition | Verified Purchase





This was a very complicated book with complicated characters.
At times I wanted to not finish the book but I'm glad I did because from the beginning of the book one name kept nagging at me...
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Scenes of racism, whether brutally blatant or less overt, are realistic and often devastating. The racism that infects everyday culture, discourse and behaviour is no less horrifying than the appalling violence we witness or the deranged ranting of the white supremacists in the story.
Kessler puts us right into discomfiting scenes, the likes of which have happened in the not too distant past. He has the capacity to create scenes or situations which that are both familiarly ordinary and yet compellingly confronting. His dialogue is superb and crucial in propelling the narrative and creating tension. There are many memorable scenes throughout the novel.

Clarence Olgibee is a long book, and as other reviewers have suggested, might be stronger for being more ruthlessly edited. Readers are also given an unorthodox narrative structure to deal with. My approach was to treat this as a collection of related but distinct short stories, and enjoy each part on its own terms, and let the connections between the disparate parts emerge over time.

The other strength of the novel is characterization. Gwen, for example, may be vain and self-centred, yet she invites our sympathy through our understanding of her constrained circumstances. The novel asks us to consider the nature of personal responsibility and the degree to which we are the authors of our fate. Similarly, Todd’s trajectory, or should that be descent, through the novel, is dreadful to watch.

This novel demands persistence and its dirty realism may not be to everyone’s taste. Characters are not likable, Clarence is an anti-hero with whom many readers will be uncomfortable. But the characters are memorable and there are many finely depicted moments to intrigue and hold your attention. At times the book is a challenging reading, but well worth the effort.
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Mrs. Olgibee has seen what it means to be no-account, and as a black mother, she is determined that category will never be applied to Clarence. Unfortunately her loveless discipline backfires, and Clarence trades his dream of medical school and jazz piano for the physical attractions of a light-skinned girl whose universe revolves only around herself. Clarence’s friend, Todd, is the only white boy at school. His ultra-liberal family sacrificed a Manhattan apartment for the spiritual joy of being the only white family in the black neighborhood. After Todd’s father commits suicide, a white supremacist lures the boy into his clutches and programs him to hate and kill. Meanwhile, Clarence knocks-up conceited Gwen, and while in an odd state of denial, joins the Navy to escape the burdens of fatherhood, earning his mother’s excommunication. Space limits comments on all the characters. Additionally we have an idiot savant, an inbred hick, numerous racists killers, a Filipina freedom fighter and an alcoholic, probably syphilitic, philanthropist who rescues animals, and people, only to let them wither and die. After all that there is still a cast too numerous to mention.

Clarence Olgibee is long convoluted story that deals frankly with racism and the disenfranchisement of minorities in the early fifties. It shines light on the neighborhood covenants prohibiting property sales to non-whites. It confronts tacit and overt segregation, and racial violence. Allen Kessler’s prose is elegant and descriptive, and his characters are wonderfully developed with unique voices. The downside is length. In the opinion of this reader, some of the scenes, well done though they are, do not add to the story. However, if you read for the glory of words, Clarence Olgibee is for you.
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Racism and contrast are rife in this book, which follows a young black man in Ohio, where the white men have all the power in the 1950s, through Navy service in the Philippines, when he gets treated pretty much as an equal, if he has to go to a Manila brothel for it.

The novel starts with an unprovoked racist killing in the 1970s, an unwilling witness going to jail as an accomplice. Once in jail this man finds the only way to survive is to join a gang, but this gang is a deluded white supremacist group.

I found the linking theme to be how little control the two different men had over their lives or companions. Clarence, the black man, has occasional flashes of paranormal sight, which he keeps to himself. Later he is compared to a shaman. He's no paragon, and by the late part of the book is trying to convince his widowed landlady he has found the light through her help, hoping to marry her and raise his status. This impinges on his drinking.

I understand that the book emphasises the doings of racists and creedists in order to show how little you would want these people ruling your world. However, when everyone seems to be an anti-hero and the dialogue is peppered with expletives and violent aims, political spite and violence, and women are objectifed by most, the book really isn't for me. There's crime, and food science, and politics of the 1960s. Other readers will enjoy it more, and I thought the background was well described. (For instance a moneyed man wipes his nose on the sleeve of his silk suit.) The author has put a lot of work and brutal honesty into his writing. This is definitely an adult read.

I was sent an e-ARC by the author. This is an unbiased review.
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First I would like to thank Mr. Kessler for gifting me this book in return for my honest review. I am both grateful and honored. This is my honest and unbiased critique, not at all based upon how I came to receive this book.
"Clarence Olgibee" turned out to be not at all what I expected of it after reading the first two chapters. It appeared at first to be a story of anger against a society that merely pre-judged him as a black human being trying to survive in a society whose ground rules were ordained and enforced by a white political and economic structure While this does form an important aspect of the story about to be told it is not totally the predominant theme. It must be taken into consideration that this novel begins in the early 1940's when the majority of outward views and attitudes towards black citizens was not censored. It was acceptable to voice outwardly your negative and hateful feelings toward those individuals who were not part of the white ruling structure(I would love to say that much has changed today, but sadly these feelings still exist. There may be a greater degree of outward censorship in their voicings but to deny the existence of prejudice and hate would be both ignorant and fanciful).
The story, however, concentrates more on Clarence, who he is at the time and why he is the person he's growing to become. To a tee the narrative explains how the situations we encounter and must deal with have a great impact on the person we will grow to be. Both his mother, who honestly believes that education is the principle route one must take to raise themselves out of their social and economic standing and his father, who I can only describe as the closest character I've encountered to a savant in in a long time, appear to be socially distant from their son. I won't give away too much of the plot as I'd prefer that you, the reader, draw your own conclusions. What I will ask is that when reading this book please follow the story to it's conclusion. The ending(NO SPOILERS HERE) was an amazing use of what I can only describe as "genre-shifting" and to me, was very well much appreciated.
I simply was enthralled by Mr. Kessler's writing style. I've read in other reviews that some found him a bit verbose. I totally disagree. It seems to me that it would be next to impossible to relate the storyline and journey we are about to take without having it properly set up for us in heartbreaking detail. I much prefer to having a bit too much information than to having not enough. The only problem I had with the book in general was it was very difficult to find a likeable character to root for. Clarence, Todd, Mrs. Olgibee and many of the other characters that played an important role in setting up the plot and rationale of the story were simply not likeable. Some of them allowed(or demanded) empathy, especially Mr. Olgibee, who truly appeared to love his son and wife but had no relatable idea of how to show it. I also wanted to know a lot more about Willard, one of the most interesting characters in the book. I sadly felt his story was merely glossed over and would not be disappointed if Mr. Kessler devoted a book solely to Willard(one of the most interesting characters in the book).
In conclusion(I know, talk about being verbose) I think that "Clarence Olgibee" was an extremely well written and thoughtful book. It's not the easiest read, due to the subject matter, but I believe it to be an important read. Thank you Mr. Kessler for sharing what became a wonderful experience for me and I look forward to your continued writings(especially "Willard:The Full Story").
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Clarence Oglibee by Alan S. Kessler is an intriguing yet dark tale. One that shows the true ugliness of human nature. Racism is just a nightmare in fiction but in the real world too. No matter how many years go by there will always be racism issues bringing down people everywhere. Society is to blame. Yet it's also the people who build up that society.

Alan S. Kessler's writing is superb. I was pulled into the plot instantly. The story held me captive. Sending shivers down my spine and suspense was like a thick heavy blanket. Brutal, raw, and an honest telling of how these situations occur everywhere. Racism has been imprinted upon birth almost programmed into our DNA. Generation after generation and still the struggles are real. Black seems to be forever lost in world not ready to let go of it's evilness. The words are three dimensional. Popping to life with every page. The action is intense. Leaving me sitting on the edge of my chair holding in my breath.

Consequences of cruelty stays pressed up in one's mind forever. The images never fade. That's exactly where Jimmy Tate Sullivan lies. His friends beat to death an innocent black man on the streets. A man that was heading home. Yet the white young men were drunk and looking for trouble. Trouble came and cost a man his life. Jimmy ended up spending time in jail. As rightly so. The plot gets darker as the story continues to unfold for the main character. Choices have to be made. Danger hangs tightly in the air.

Overall, I highly recommend this stunning yet realistic tale to readers worldwide.
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From the first lines i was drawn in. i could feel the dry summer heat, see the dust and dirty boots, feel the presence of learned racism and rage. The fear was paralyzing when the young white men attacked the black man just because they could - the truth of racism screamed out. The author creatively uses a friendship between a white and black boy, religion, neighborhoods, work ethics, sexual orientation and more to define racism and intolerance at its root - drawing the reader into the family dynamics, societal rules, fears, injustice and all honestly and fearlessly brought to light using the relationships to explore the ugly truths of racial discord, hate and ignorance of the times. This is a book I not only wanted to read, it is a book I had to read because once I started to read I lived within its pages - there was no other choice. Fascinating. And just when I thought I understood the horrid depth of racism the author takes it further by using the main characters time in the U.S. Navy to further explore the cruel injustices and inhumane realities of racism - the truths like a barbed spike into my soul - and add to that the author brings in eugenics - societal cleansing with such a righteous hateful fury that it made me gasp out loud. The political misuse of powers and white supremacist ego are well defined by this writer as the life of the main character, Clarence, intersects with hateful racism on every front and leaves the reader in horror at the raw truth of injustices, rage, intolerance and prejudice. The truth imprisons rather than frees. Even in death there is no peace. This is a must read for anyone who wants to truly understand and live within the harsh realities of racism.
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Two words come to mind when I try to describe Alan Kessler's Clarence Oligbee. Ambitious, and rambling. It's the story of race and family, spanning from the 1950s into the 1970s and 1980s. Clarence Oligbee, an African-American young man living in Ohio, befriends Todd, a white classmate whose liberal parents have moved from Manhattan into Oligbee's middle-class black neighborhood. As their friendship grows and then falls apart, Kessler explores race in America.

Clarence joins the Navy, and learns that equality is a distant dream. In spite of his high aptitude scores and heroic deeds, he's stuck shining shoes and serving dinner to white officers. He learned that "education, intelligence, even heroism, couldn't life a Negro past where a white man thought he should go." Back in Ohio, Todd fell under the influence of white supremacists with plans to eliminate blacks and Jews from the United States.

Kessler places some interesting insights about race relations during this era in American history. Clarence gets a preview of racial equality at a college football game, where he witnessed "the color and sound of 100,000 people linking their fate, hopes, and dreams to the actions of eleven young men on a field. . . . There were not black or white people . . . only crimson and gray. . . . Clarence had felt close to God, to a world perfect in its equality where effort, not race, mattered." However, a white man sitting nearby destroyed his vision: "Maybe someday you'll play here, too! A big buck running back with a white quarterback for the brains!" It was a reminder that white people "wanted him to play by their rules."

Religion also plays a role in Clarence's story. He learns from his mother that church is not about God, but about community. "There is no divine being listening to the choir sing and the reverend preach. . . . But when we put on Sunday clothes and walk together to church to sit side by side in pews, we are strengthened by a shared spirit." I wonder how common this sentiment is in the black church.

I said Clarence Olgibee is ambitious and rambling. Ambitious, in Kessler's scope. The setting of the story seems to keep growing, as does the impact. Clarence falls in with some interesting characters in the Philippines, giving him a sense of history larger than himself. In Ohio, some businessmen expand their impact on history well beyond what I would have expected, even touching the biggest historical events of the era. All of this is tied together in a rambling style. The personal connections become a bit mind-boggling after a while. I didn't quite need a flow chart to keep track of who was related to whom, but the random connections piled up a bit, some in very important ways.

I enjoyed Clarence Olgibee in spite of Kessler's rambling style. The prose didn't flow all that well throughout, giving it a rough-cut feel. But the characters are memorable, and the arc of the story keeps it very interesting.

Thanks to Mr. Kessler for the complimentary review copy!
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Behind the unassuming title, Clarence Olgibee, hides a thought-provoking, multifaceted work of literature, which braves to take on a multitude of uncomfortable issues from a dark chapter in the American history. And dare it does, head on.

Clarence Olgibee, the center figure in this work, is not properly introduced until the second chapter, his entry delayed by a murder taking place thirty years later.

And so the story opens with a murder—a racially inspired murder nonetheless. The sensitive reader who worries about political correctness is likely going to be appalled by the time the murder takes place, but rest assure that the author's intentions are not racially motivated. Like a ball of yarn that has to be untangled, the story follows the twisted paths presented by an omniscient narrator as he observes alternating protagonists from the one strand to the center where the ball becomes whole again as the reader untangles the vermiculated threads to the common story.

Let me be clear that, in this story, there are no heroes. The protagonists have their baggage and their skeletons, and are as diverse as the cultural fabric of history. The story takes place at a time of crossroads — a time when segregation was (in theory) on its way out, a time when the unprivileged had hoped for opportunities, and the privileged held on to the old days. In between were those who could care less, and those who did not fit in either society yet thought themselves better than those of their own race. And yet, there were those of power and status who just could not let change take place without putting up a fight.

The story of Clarence, however, is not a story of a middle class black teen fighting for justice in an unjust world. Far from it. The story of Clarence is a story of ignorance, prominently featured on both sides of the racial divide. It is a story of crushed dreams, but not of dreams of equality. It is a story of vanity, insecurity, desire, and damnation. It is a story of people being used for agendas, and a story of disappointments. It is a story of status quo, and the individual's inability to break it.

But I do not want to make this sound as if Clarence's story is a story of the Civil Rights Movement. For it is not. And while the multiple protagonists I mentioned earlier include middle class black teens, upper class black teen, middle class white teens, and the upper crust of white conservative society, among others, this story does not concern itself with noble causes. Instead, it focuses on the individual choices and agendas at a time of change.

Nevertheless, if you think you would enjoy a story where well developed characters play against a backdrop of abuse of religion, societal hierarchy, racism, bigotry, sexual taboos, spirituality, segregation, the inability to escape one's shadow, and damnation, then Clarence Olgibee just might be the book for you.
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In 1974, in a small Texas town, Jimmy Tate Sullivan watches his two friends club to death an African American man. While serving time for the crime, Jimmy is approach by a sleazy inmate, named Munson, who uses him as a pawn to join a secret cult known as The Church of Christ, Judea. Taken back to 1942, the reader is introduce to five year old Clarence Olgibee, who hears a racial slur hurled at him, but the narrative begins to slowly evolve shifting from past to present, bringing together three friends and a host of believable and flawed characters. The story delves into disloyalty, exploitation, racism, anti Semitism, economic, social favoritism, classism and colorism. The plot has many dramatic twists and turns, revelations, merging historical events and fiction, with an ending that will have you asking, “What does the future hold for Christopher and Rose? The story line does a great job at holding everyone responsible for playing a pivotal role in reinforcing these ills; so much so, these problems still prevail today.
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Clarence Olgibee was a black kid who grew up in Ohio. Both his parents were teachers, his mother overbearing. She tried to mold her son into something he could never be. Clarence, like most teenage boys, was driven by his hormones and got a girl pregnant. He chose to run and enlisted in the Navy. Faced with prejudice and racism, he struggled in the environment. An explosion onboard the vessel he was serving on led Clarence to his most heroic act, he saved a drowning man's life. Disillusioned and desperate, Clarence became a deserter. Forced to hide for the rest of his life by his actions, Clarence died haunted by bigotry and poor decisions. Kessler's style is challenging, but his voice speaks to the human condition that still thrives in modern day America.
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If you like books where the characters are well-developed, you will like Kessler's writing in Clarence Olgibee. The book starts out in the mid-20th century, and involves three Texas teens murdering a black man. After completing the first chapter, I feared that I might be reading the rantings of a white supremacist, but as I read on, I realized this was not the case. Clarence Olgibee is a young black child when we first meet him, and we soon learn that the man he becomes is shaped by his parents, his environment, and his acquaintances. I really wanted to like him, but I soon realized that he is a master manipulator. As he goes through life making one bad choice after another, he doesn't seem to realize that he is responsible for the circumstances he finds himself in. It is the same with other characters in the book. Regardless of the plans they make, one after another finds themselves in circumstances not of their choosing, but their fault none the less. Kessler's characters are multi-faceted, and his rich story line allows you to see how each character evolves or devolves over time. I am a fast reader, and I finished this book over a weekend. However, because some parts of the book are very intense, I frequently had to stop reading and take a break from the book. I always returned because I wanted to see what lay ahead for the characters.
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CLARENCE OLGIBEE BY ALAN S KESSLER tells the tale first of Jimmy Tate Sullivan, who in 1974 stood by and watched his friends beat a black man to death. Jimmy found guilty is sentenced to life in prison where his life,of course, makes a dramatic change . That story is told first to lead the reader into CLARENCE OLGIBEE growing up in 1954, where we really learn that actions do present consequences no matter if they are good or bad actions. As the pages flip by you keep going deeper and deeper into the lives of Clarence and his friends & family, racism and class conflicts. Its not a pretty book but it is a book that is worthy of a read, and not a bad read from an "unknown author" (mr. kessler's words not mine!) I see good things coming from this author!

I received this book free from the author in exchange for a review.

[image: image15.png]Q Tony Sandall

J Jc f# A picture of Racial Intolerance and Indifference
uly 15,2016
ormat: Kinde Edition




Review of Clarence Olgibee
by Alan S. Kessler

A picture of Racial Intolerance and Indifference

You can’t put this book down. The characters are skilfully portrayed and together with the plot give us a picture of racial intolerance and indifference which smacks you in the face.

I admire the research that the author has done in so many fields: education, religion, race relations and life in prison to mention a few. He has built a compelling story around the characters, the conditions they live in and the temptations they face.

This isn’t a book that is relaxed fireside reading. It challenges you. It will make you feel uncomfortable. But it is realistic. It shakes your belief in the goodness of man.

And it gives a message to all of us. Understanding the underside of life might help us be more compassionate towards those who have been born on ‘the other side’. A newborn child is going to be the product of it’s environment.

Alan Kessler’s novel is thought provoking. Whether we like it or not, we need to face up to what drives crime and what part we each play in this game of life. Well done Alan!

5 stars
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This novel by an experienced writer leads the reader into unfamiliar and often subcultural settings, including a prison in which subscribing to a bigotry masked as religion provides a defense against sexual violence; an account of the personnel and cramped sailors' quarters on a U.S. military vessel; and a description of popular tourist sites as well as some of the seedier neighborhoods of Manila, where the narrator, a seaman whose ship is in port, is escorted by a well-educated and upscale female revolutionary. All of the many characters are richly drawn and fully developed, and overall this work presents an educational and edifying exploration of some of humanity's darker motives.
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I was given this book by the author in exchange for a review.

I had a rough time reading this book. Not to make the review about me, but I've been dealing with clinical depression and this book was rather sad. Depressing, even. So it was tough going, and I'm afraid that I won't be doing it justice; other reviewers will have done a better job. In the end, I'm not certain that I am the correct target audience.

Nevertheless, I have to admire Kessler's ambition in the scope of the story. No one escapes the grip of racism in this book. I wish there had been more hope for the characters, and some sympathetic people to root for, but that's just my perpetual desire for happy endings and heroic protagonists! If you want to know exactly how horrible racism is, how stifling and complex and wide-reaching it is, then let Kessler show you through his detailed story, nuanced characters, and literary prose.
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The author does an amazing job of walking the reader through the painful understanding what white supremacy is and how it impacts genuine human beings on the 'outside' of the oligarchy of white wealth and power.
Clearly, one can look at society today - especially in the western world of "mainstream whiteness" and see the emptiness and lack of humanity that exists in this so-called privileged class. Kessler penetrates the shallowness of the ' ruling class'. Very well done. Very painful to come face-to-face with hegemonic culture.
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It is always nice to be invited to review a book and the book turns out to be really really good. Such is the case with Alan S. Kessler's CLARENCE OLGIBEE, it is a really good read. The author lets words get in the way of the story a little but this story is strong. The book is a little dark, deals with racism, and choices we have to make in life that can cuase lives to shatter. This one is well worth the read, a book to lend to friends.
Four and A Half Stars
Note : The author gave me a copy of the book in exchange for an unbiased review
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First of all, thanks to Alan Kessler for the invitation to read and review this book. For an "unknown writer," all I can say is bravo! It is not an easy book to read; Kessler's prose is an excellent, and wrenching, honest look at the 50s and race relations in the American South. The characters are well defined, including their back stories. Tensions build, and the entire plot line is so terribly believable. I really look forward to more from this exceptional author.
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This book is a must read! The author takes us through a tempestuous time period; when racial tensions are high and prejudice is prevalent.
The main character Clarence Olgibee is a young african-american, who faces hard choices about his present environment and his uncertain future.
The story starts off with a family relationship that is dominated by the morals and expectations of an educated mother and intellectual father. The
book also reveals the circumstances surrounding a white family that sacrifices their prior upper class environment to live in a minority community.
As someone who was brought up in an integrated neighborhood on Chicago's south side, I was emotionally connected to the main characters.
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Alan S. Kessler’s Clarence Olgibee is a grim satire. That sounds like an oxymoron because satires traditionally make us laugh, and this one certainly delivers chuckles quite often. But it also paints a dark, dark world. Covering almost three decades, it skewers societal attitudes against blacks, Jews, the rich, the poor, women, and even religion. It is a sprawling saga that begins with a young man in prison in 1974 Texas , then flashes back to the teenage years of Clarence, a black boy in Ohio. We then wind our way through Clarence’s life and the lives of his friends and all they come in contact with. And just when we, as readers, wonder what this all has to do with that Texas prisoner, the author connects it all—and the connection is mind-blowing. There is a lot to be learned from this novel, and the author hammers his message from beginning to end. I particularly liked that, though it told the story of black man in America, it didn’t stick to just a condemnation of racism. It pretty much condemns most of what is wrong with our country. Kessler writes well, and his skill helps him get his points across. My only criticism is that the editor should have been more judicious. The dialogue here is spot on; the narrative needs the cutting knife of an editorial surgeon. Sentences go on and on: I counted one sentence that weighed in at 104 words! And many are over 50 words, spilling out so many details that, although interesting, could be cut and we’d never feel the loss. And too, the author overuses participles. Seeing so many sentence constructions strung together with words ending in “ing” was disconcerting. A better editor would have flagged those and asked Kessler to restructure. They—because they defined those enormously long sentences—interrupted the flow, and I feel were a detriment to the message. But we don’t pick our editors. Oftentimes, we feel powerless to override their decisions. In this case, if the editor never mentioned those over-long sentences, the author would remain clueless that he could improve the narrative immensely. The book is 425 pages long; I believe at least a hundred of those pages could be eliminated and thus improve a fine tale. And this is fine, inventive tale. Kessler’s message is admirable, and he couches it in humor and interesting characters.
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Clarence Olgibee spent his entire life trapped in a web of racism. No matter how hard he tried to blend in or shed his skin, Olgibee could not escape the fate that society and humanity wove for him. Kessler's novel combination of realism, psychology and noir is beautifully written and filled with sardonic wit. Consider Olgibee's nerdy father who built amphibious cars that only sank.

Clarence Olgibee is the story of the universal corrosive nature of racism and how racism and fascism wear the same clothes. Is there hope in Kessler's Olgibee? Yes. But the battle to strip racism from the American cloth is never-ending.

Louis J. Salome, journalist and author of "Violence, Veils and Bloodlines -- Reporting from War Zones."
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Kessler's book is one that I could not put down, Watching the young people evolve in to adults & the choices they made as adults during a time of racism, white supremacists, etc. relating to the culture of the time was interesting. Clarence Olgibee is well written and a good read.
Kay K. Avid Reader & Book Club Member.
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The story begins with three white West Texas teenaged boys finding a drunk black man walking alongside a road. They chase him into a field, and two of them beat him to death with a baseball bat; the third boy, sickened by the act, throws up. But the law deems them all responsible, and after trial they go to prison.

The third boy comes under the influence of a white supremacist, a fellow inmate who hates blacks and Jews. He becomes a kind a kind of priest in the supremacist’s church, until a prison librarian begins to slip him books, books which begin to raise doubts about these doctrines he’s embraced. He eventually rejects them, only to be stabbed to death by another inmate.

All of that happens with the very early part of Alan Kessler’s novel “Clarence Olgibee,” when the scene shifts to central Ohio some 20 years earlier, to the family of the title character. Clarence is a black high school student, aiming to be accepted by Oberlin University and eventually become a doctor. His parents are a rather strict and controlling mother and a father who can recite large sections of what it is he’s been reading, mostly in the sciences. And that is almost all he does.

Confusion as to how this family in central Ohio connects to a killing and imprisonment in West Texas slowly and gradually unfolds. It involves a politically progressive white family moving into a predominantly black neighborhood; a teenaged girl whose doctor father is injured in an accident, forcing the family to downsize its economic status; a cousin who visits from the South; a shadowy organization that takes shape behind the façade of a country club and the town’s well-to-do citizens; and a stint in the navy and results in a fateful act of heroism.

Kessler is the author of two previous novels, “A Satan Carol” (2102) and “Shadowlands” (2013). None of his works, including “Clarence Olgibee,” can be called conventional. But they can be called thought-provoking, arresting, surprising, and fascinating.

As “Clarence Olgibee” unfolds, the reader experiences a story of connection and inter-connections. What a teenager does in central Ohio leads to a death in a West Texas field many years later. A joke involving a barrel rolled down a hill results in tragedy. A cousin spends a few months living with a family and influences his nephew forever after, including after the the cousin’s death. A promise made on a deathbed leads to unimagined consequences. The past is always present, and is the present. And the future.
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You learn about a lot of characters in this book that make lousy decisions in their lives. Instead of success, joy and satisfaction they are always searching. White Supremacy is on of the choices many of the main characters live and die for. At First many of the supposedly heroes seem unconnected, but the author brings it all together with some surprise revelations at the end.

