

                                                                     A Satan Carol 

4 Stars     Ambition Barely Contained
September 29, 2012

Michael Lima (Vine Voice) 

Full disclosure: I received a free copy of this book from the author.

I always have mixed feelings when I start to read a work from a new author. On the downside, I anticipate finding (and usually find) clunky dialogue, too much exposition, uneven pacing, and underdeveloped characters. On the plus side, I love the sense of energy and unbridled enthusiasm that pours forth from the text. Too often though, the flaws outweigh the book's energy. But, on rare occasions, the energy pushes the story past its flaws to make it enjoyable. Alan Kessler's A Satan Carol is an example of the later.

A Satan Carol tells the story of Satan's attempts to obtain a "golden soul" for his son. While the central plotline seems clear-cut, Kessler's fearless method for telling the story is anything but straightforward. Kessler throws together disparate elements like abortion, medical testing on animals, Mormonism, the Irish potato famine, and environmental cleanup companies into his story. He also works time travel, dimensional travel, reincarnation, and out-and-out horror elements into the story's structure. All of this is set within the backdrop of Christmas, which when placed with the story's other elements, gives the tale an ironic tone. Given the ambitious structure established for the story, it's not a surprise that some parts end up being underdeveloped (the abortion/medical testing theme), some parts come off as a noble attempt that falls short (Satan's character goes from master manipulator to whiny loser), while others just flat out fail (the environmental cleanup theme). In the end though, Kessler's "mad scientist" approach to writing pays off on the book's main premise: an exploration of what love means to a life and the means that one will go to obtain love or protect the love they possess. By showing the changes that the Katz family undergoes and depicting Satan's ultimate motives for obtaining the "golden soul" for his son, Kessler conveys a meaningful message about the love's power and how it is ultimately behind all goodness in the world.

A Satan Carol is easily the most ambitious work that I've read in years. That Kessler's writing isn't always up to the level of the aspiration he displays will likely turn off some readers. But those who are not overwhelmed by the ambition Kessler displays will appreciate his take on love and how it affects lives in both known and unknown ways. A Satan Carol isn't for everyone, but its conclusions have a universal appeal that deserves to be read.

4 Stars Ho! Ho! Whoa!
September 11, 2012

mochalove 
A Satan Carol by author Alan Kessler is not just another horror tale replete with the blood, gore, extreme violence or horrific monsters that usually populate horror novels. Instead, this story brings the thought provoking horrors that arise from human nature, free will and giving into the devil's manipulation. I found the title alone - intriguing and once I started reading, I was immediately drawn into this absorbing book. I enjoyed this tale of the devil and his machinations to become God of his own world Shinyland 7 and to keep his son alive. Both satirical and macabre in nature this book is a tale of religious horror that I found personally intriguing.

Mr. Kessler has created a mentally stimulating work that keeps the reader enthralled with the story until its end. The characters are well drawn and the story is rightly detailed so that the reader gets a front seat view to hell. Mr. Green as the devil incarnate, is a well devised antagonist whose antics makes this story a fairytale of dilemmas that has a moral at the end of the story.

Each chapter presents the story of individual characters whose morality is "hanging in the balance" by their personal choices. The characters also have a unique connection, which is not immediately evident early on in the story but ties together by the end.

Of All the characters in the story I found Orem to be the character of the greatest depth, he is the protagonist who stands strongest against the devil's temptations and remains dedicated in his service to God throughout the story; which within the confines of this story is a hard won achievement.

A Satan Carol is not a tale for the squeamish because it does contain scenes from the potato famine era and other graphic scenes that are quite heart wrenching. However, we are dealing with the devil here. Overall, this is a very well written "thinking man's" horror that I would entirely recommend to mature readers.
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Let me start by saying A Satan Carol is a very original story and Alan Kessler may very well be the next big thing. I loved this book with its twisted characters and offbeat pace. It's been a while since a book has kept me guessing until the very end. But it's not only the story that's original, the way in which the author tells it added much to my sense of not really knowing what was happening, that I needed to get my bearings somehow. Delightful.

The book starts in 1848 Ireland and tells the story of a mother desperate to find food to save her very special son from the famine sweeping the whole country, except for the rich landowners and the British aristocracy. The tone is very bleak and though there is no monster hiding in the dark, I felt the impending doom, fear, and desperation. The story then jumps a hundred and forty years into the future to a series of characters with highly varied backgrounds. Kessler keeps jumping from one time to another, from character to character without revealing too much about their connection or where he's going. He relies on his mesmerizing narrative to keep pulling the reader further into the actions of what seems like a bunch of crazy, dysfunctional people.

The pace is slow but always interesting, very dark and atmospheric; so much so, that after a few pages, a truly disturbing feeling got under my skin and stayed there. As the book advances, the pace picks up and the tone becomes lighter; as if the more the reader understands, the more we can peek under Kessler's dark veil. Then the story turns even stranger and the characters more twisted. More than a few times I found myself flinching away from the pages or closing my eyes and rubbing my forehead in a fruitless attempt to erase from my mind the horrible image Kessler invoked.

A Satan Carol is a piece with so many qualities that it's a must for anyone craving an intelligent story that will make them think, cringe, and sweat. It is very well thought through, extremely original with a great mix of religious ideas and horror traits. And let's not forget the powerful narrative that never releases you from its grip. Remember The Devil's Advocate? Well, if you enjoyed that movie -and who didn't?-- this book is right up your alley.

I have a couple of minor complains, though. First, there were a few problems with punctuation. Usually, of all possible editorial mistakes, punctuation would be the thing that bothered me the least, but because the author chooses to be so cryptic, and his style is very dark and hardly traditional, these small mistakes can make for a very confusing paragraph. My second complaint? The book's ending. Now, is there ever a truly satisfying ending? I don't know. We all think we can do better than what was done, so it is all very subjective. In my humble opinion, the book is three chapters too long. Right at the end of chapter eighteen there's resolution for each of the issues raised throughout the story. The need to go on, I think, is merely that need deep inside every author to be the one who dictates the fate of each of his characters. The thing is, sometimes the openness of an ending suits a story better.

Now, with that out of the way, I cannot emphasize enough how much I enjoyed this book and how much I recommend you to read it. You're really missing out if you don't read this book.
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This is a very different kind of book, but one that shows imagination and a flair for descriptive language. It alternates between past and present and, after reading the first couple of chapters, I thought it might be a series of short stories. Then the characters started to blend in a way that told me this was a tale that transcends time. Mr. Green, aka Satan, presents himself in different forms, but he is always conniving in how he tries to use free will to seduce his targets into selling their souls. And, the story goes deeper than that. The author explores Satan's long-running battle with God, and his innate desire to prove that the Almighty did him wrong. He refers to God as his father and even Dad, always in a defamatory way. I suppose you could say that Alan Kessler gives the devil a platform to air his grievances with his creator. Yes, there are occasions where the story wanders a bit, especially when describing the background of a character in the middle of a scene, but I found this to be a unique and creative work with dynamic characters and sparkling dialogue. For those with a taste for the esoteric, you should find it a stimulating read.
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A Satan Carol by Alan Kessler was an excellent book! It kept my attention from start to finish, I would definitely recommend this book to anyone who enjoys reading. Alan is a remarkable author and I am looking forward to reading his other books!

                                                                   Shadowlands
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Steve Goldblatt with his sociopathic business dealings is in many ways more chilling than the more commonly written about serial killer. While he will destroy property and lives, he does it without emotion or passion. Having been discarded for all intents and purposes by his parents, he moves into the world with calculation of the harm he might incur to the people he meets. Even those people who touch him at some level are punished by their very proximity to him.

I received this book from the author in exchange for an honest review. It quite honestly was deeply depressing. Now a book exploring the destruction of a soul by the world is not likely to be uplifting, but this book is scary in the intensity of the emptiness inside this boy/man. The book is masterful in its revelation of a deeply damaged human, and spots of lasting joy would be misplaced. Still the book did give me the deep "creeps" for want of a better word. I cannot dismiss it for its depths, but I would not want to revisit it either. It is certainly worth consideration.
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This is the story of Steve Goldblatt. It begins when, as a successful adult, he meets a childhood friend after many years of absence. They go out on the friend’s boat and soon thereafter the friend pushes Steve into the water in a murder attempt. As Steve floats in the water he reviews his life. The rest of the story meanders through Steve’s growing up in a family where he is the oldest child with twin sisters. His mother comes across as a bitter woman who complains constantly; his father can only be imagined through Steve’s apparent trauma. You soon realize, although it is not described in detail, that when Steve transgresses, his father takes him down to the basement and beats him. Steve claims to enjoy this and sees it as a manifestation of fatherly love.

Steve’s mother locks him out of the house during the day, so he spends time with his friend, Tom, and then two new friends, who treat him with the same contempt as his father, which Steve converts to love. As Steve grows into adolescence his personality splits into a different persona – that of Christopher. Christopher is more sophisticated than Steve, a quality that stands him in good stead as he heads for college. We see Christopher take charge of his life and, at the same time, he reveals the sociopathic side of his personality. We realize that he is extremely smart and cynical. As Christopher graduates from college, his father comes more clearly into the story controlling Steve/Christopher’s every move – where he is to live, work, and go to law school.

I found that I wanted to know Steve better, to be able to picture him, I wished for a physical description of him. He comes across as an unlikeable child and I wanted to like him. The other characters in the book were also unlikeable except for Tom. Maybe that was the point. Despite all that, the story is well written, moves quickly, and draws you in all the way to the end.

I’m not normally a reader of psychological horror, so I struggled at times to keep up with what was happening in the story. Kessler is very good at description; he doesn’t tell, he shows, but sometimes not well enough to get the point across. So I was a bit lost as to some details, but the general idea is clear. The horror, however, is subtle. What drove me to the end was the wish to know why Tom has decided to kill Steve. Steve has threatened to out Tom’s wife, who somehow Steve knows is a “whore,” but we are led to believe Tom knows nothing about this. So what then? The ending is one no one would expect.
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If something is your every day from an early age, does it become normal? If abuse is a regular part of life, does it become affection? Certainly in the case of Steve Goldblatt, cruelty is love. There’s brilliance on the part of Kessler to make the story first person because had we had that omniscient view, the story would have just been too difficult to read. Reading the story from Steve’s point of view just softens the impact and cruelty of the story line. True tragedy comes in the realization that Steve is not anti-social and the cycle of “love” will continue.

Kessler’s writing style is very strong. He’s telling a story on which the main character reflects. Despite it’s 396 page length, “Shadowlands” is a fairly quick read thanks to the fluid nature of the writing. We go through key moments in Steve’s life and his impressions of his adults and contemporaries. He calls his twin sisters “things” through to their adulthood. There’s no distinction between the girls in Steve’s mind. No connection. They are his mother’s Greek Chorus. Most of Kessler’s characters are well fleshed out and all are a product of their environments. Tom, a key friend, dreams of great things and saving his mother from her poverty but when time unfolds life is a struggle and his wife is the second coming of his mother. Likely to suffer the same fate.

“Shadowlands” is a thought provoking work of speculative fiction. If psychological horror is what you like to read, you might like this novel. I gave this novel 4 stars because though its not what I might choose to read on my own it is a good example of the genre and quite well written.
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Shadowlands by Alan S. Kessler is a psychological horror that left me thinking about life as I see it and reflecting on the thoughts of the main character Steve Goldblatt. Shadowlands is written in the first person, softening the impact of the cruelness within whilst creating a novel that plays with your mind in a thrilling yet disturbing way.

Although Kessler has the ability to use strong imagery I found the first few chapters of
Shadowlands a little slow and difficult to follow. I will admit that once I got use to the writing style of Kessler I was reading with intrigue from page to page. For myself part of the slow beginning was due to having to take my mind and place it within that of Steve Goldblatt, absorbing the way his psych works. In Goldblatt Kessler has developed a character that harvests a lot of hurt, carrying a wounded and battered soul. Shadowlands is psychological horror at it’s best. It is difficult to find any normality within the pages. Just when you think you have the mind of Goldblatt figured out along comes a twist that has your own mind whirling.

After reading Shadowlands I was left with thoughts that I found hard to clear in my mind. I found myself doing a little internet searching to see if others had sat in the place I was. It seems the views of Shadowlands are varied but one thing all agree with is that it is a psychological thriller that will leave you as my mind was left - whirling, twisting and wondering. I felt at unease yet wanted to start from the beginning all over again. All agreed that fans of Edgar Allen Poe would thoroughly enjoy the writings of Kessler.

Indie Books R Us [...] writes: “ This is truly Kessler’s style–you’re never ever quite comfortable with what you’re reading, and sometimes you’re not entirely sure why.”

I have to say I totally agree with them but just had to keep reading until I was sure I was deeply in the mind of Goldblatt, yet I feel I never was.

In closing Indie Books R Us state “ ...if you’re not okay with not knowing 100% of what’s going on, you may want to pass.”

I am unsure how I feel about this statement. I feel that if I had passed on Shadowlands I would
never have had the opportunity of that of being introduced to the literary world of Alan S. Kessler. I will agree that Shadowlands is not a book for everyone but if the genre of psychological horror is one of interest then Kessler is not to be passed by. On Kessler’s site there is a quote from Village Book Review “ ...Creepy, surreal, unconventional and strange, definitely an original read.”

Original is a word that can be used to describe Shadowlands by Alan S. Kessler but I would more tend to refer to this literary piece as a work of mind blowing psychological suspense that has you turning pages and wondering why and how.
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Kessler's Shadowlands was a mixed bag for me.

Coming in, I had high hopes, eagerly awaiting the horrors living inside the mind of Steve Goldblatt, but the experience was marred with a few roadblocks.

Block #1: Steve Goldblatt is not a likeable character., He suffered abuse(mental and physical) as a child, but still he's a terrible person that does horrid things. It's hard to get behind such character(at least for me).
Block #2: The writing in places is frantic and hard to keep up with. In one moment a character is blasting away with crisp dialogue and then switches to another character. and before long I got lost.

It's not all bad though. The story is rich with unsettling moments, rich dialog, and layered characters. I put the book down on several occasions, simply because I found myself getting lost and having to reread passages to understand what was happening.

Ultimately, I was drawn back to the horrible mind of the main character; wanting to see what awaited him.
I'll most likely come back to this at a later date and see if my opinion changes.
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I recently received a copy of Shadowlands from the author, and since I was once a new author myself, I always try to help those who approach book marketing with a bit of ingenuity and persistence. I was not disappointed in Shadowlands. Although it took me some time to get into the story, I found myself eager to witness the degeneration of Steve's psyche. He starts off as a normal enough kid, but the reader is certain there are to be negative effects from a mother who routinely locks him out of the house and a father who kicks him for seemingly no reason. As he makes his way through the grotesque landscape of bourgeoisie suburban Ohio, Steve connects - and fails to connect - with a series of interesting characters who mirror his own shortcomings.

What could have been better? Perhaps a more suspenseful plot and pacing. I would have also liked to see more development of the Dane relationship. This was obviously incredibly important to Steve, but I never quite understood why beyond the obvious fact that abused children tend to seek out other sources of abuse. In any case, I hope Mr. Kessler keeps writing. His style is eminently readable!
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September 26, 2013
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Love-starved, sociopathic Steve Goldblatt has had a terrible childhood. His mother viciously berates him, while his father beats him mercilessly for any minor transgression. Shortly after meeting bad-boy Dane, the newest addition to the neighborhood, Steve forms a fanatical devotion to this new "friend." Shadowlands traces Steve's life from elementary school to law school, drawing a disturbing, yet very human portrait of a lost soul. Although the pacing flags in the last third of the novel, the story as a whole is very readable, albeit with some VERY cringe-worthy moments. Recommended for fans of Kessler's earlier novel, A Satan Carol, and other non-conventional works of horror.
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My Impressions: This book was definitely chilling and disturbing, yet I could not put it down.

There is a lot of meat to grab onto in Shadowlands. Kessler delivers superb prose as we are put inside the mind of Steve Goldblatt at different times in his life.

We learn of the abuse Goldblatt suffered as a child by his father and detached mother. Throughout the book, Goldblatt seems to equate love with violence or negligence.

As an adult, Goldblatt seems normal but inside he is falling apart, falling into insanity, if you will.

There is a lot of depth in this book; it's well worth your time. And someday, I will read it again.

Final Thoughts: This book is full of intricate detail and strong imagery which is why, I imagine, I couldn't stop reading. This story is richly textured as we watch through Steve Goldblatt's eyes. I liked this book and am going to put Kessler's other book, Satan Carol, on my TBR list.

My Score: 5/5

Author's Other Books: Satan Carol
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To read Alan Kessler's "Shadowlands" is to inhabit the mind of, first, a child suffering both physical and emotional abuse, and, then, a young man and adult who seems apparently normal but is falling what most of us would call madness.

It's an extraordinary, disturbing, riveting book.

It begins with the adult Steve Goldblatt lured into a boat by a childhood best friend. Goldblatt can't swim. And the story is shaped around everything that led to Goldblatt drowning.

The Goldblatt family lives in small town, Ohio. Steve's father owns a factory or, rather, the factory owns him. He never speaks to his son or his two daughters. He disciplines his son with physical abuse - kicking the boy with his leather shoes. The abuse is so much a part of Steve's life that he equates pain and abuse with love.

A large part of "Shadowlands" is about Steve's childhood, and slowly we begin to see the world through Steve's very distorted eyes, and how his dysfunctional family affects everything - friends, school and teachers, girls, and all of his relationships.

Gradually, as he grows older, Steve begins to emulate his father, wanting the things his father has. Interestingly, his college years receive what he has learned, as he continues his maintenance of a C average though more gifted than that; the C average allows him freedom - the freedom to operate away from attention and interest, the freedom to pursue the things he's most interested in, things like money and power. He simultaneously begins law school and working for a shady attorney, an associate of his father's, and soon manipulates the attorney to achieve his own ends.

He's not a sympathetic character, this Steve Goldblatt. He's broken in ways that can't be made whole, and so he constructs his own broken existence, hurting anyone who tries to get close.

There's likely a bit of that brokenness in all of us, and that's what makes the story compelling (and difficult to put down). Kessler has drawn his hero, or anti-hero, large, large enough to be uncomfortably recognizable.

                                                          Clarence Olgibee
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This is one of those books that I may well decide later is a five star book. Very dark misogynistic scenes with a lot of light at the end of the tunnel. A difficult apologetic to get through but one that has some staying power. Definitely NOT the feel good read of the summer but perhaps the most enduring book that I have read in a long time.
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This was a very complicated book with complicated characters.
At times I wanted to not finish the book but I'm glad I did because from the beginning of the book one name kept nagging at me...
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Scenes of racism, whether brutally blatant or less overt, are realistic and often devastating. The racism that infects everyday culture, discourse and behaviour is no less horrifying than the appalling violence we witness or the deranged ranting of the white supremacists in the story.
Kessler puts us right into discomfiting scenes, the likes of which have happened in the not too distant past. He has the capacity to create scenes or situations which that are both familiarly ordinary and yet compellingly confronting. His dialogue is superb and crucial in propelling the narrative and creating tension. There are many memorable scenes throughout the novel.

Clarence Olgibee is a long book, and as other reviewers have suggested, might be stronger for being more ruthlessly edited. Readers are also given an unorthodox narrative structure to deal with. My approach was to treat this as a collection of related but distinct short stories, and enjoy each part on its own terms, and let the connections between the disparate parts emerge over time.

The other strength of the novel is characterization. Gwen, for example, may be vain and self-centred, yet she invites our sympathy through our understanding of her constrained circumstances. The novel asks us to consider the nature of personal responsibility and the degree to which we are the authors of our fate. Similarly, Todd’s trajectory, or should that be descent, through the novel, is dreadful to watch.

This novel demands persistence and its dirty realism may not be to everyone’s taste. Characters are not likable, Clarence is an anti-hero with whom many readers will be uncomfortable. But the characters are memorable and there are many finely depicted moments to intrigue and hold your attention. At times the book is a challenging reading, but well worth the effort.
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Mrs. Olgibee has seen what it means to be no-account, and as a black mother, she is determined that category will never be applied to Clarence. Unfortunately her loveless discipline backfires, and Clarence trades his dream of medical school and jazz piano for the physical attractions of a light-skinned girl whose universe revolves only around herself. Clarence’s friend, Todd, is the only white boy at school. His ultra-liberal family sacrificed a Manhattan apartment for the spiritual joy of being the only white family in the black neighborhood. After Todd’s father commits suicide, a white supremacist lures the boy into his clutches and programs him to hate and kill. Meanwhile, Clarence knocks-up conceited Gwen, and while in an odd state of denial, joins the Navy to escape the burdens of fatherhood, earning his mother’s excommunication. Space limits comments on all the characters. Additionally we have an idiot savant, an inbred hick, numerous racists killers, a Filipina freedom fighter and an alcoholic, probably syphilitic, philanthropist who rescues animals, and people, only to let them wither and die. After all that there is still a cast too numerous to mention.

Clarence Olgibee is long convoluted story that deals frankly with racism and the disenfranchisement of minorities in the early fifties. It shines light on the neighborhood covenants prohibiting property sales to non-whites. It confronts tacit and overt segregation, and racial violence. Allen Kessler’s prose is elegant and descriptive, and his characters are wonderfully developed with unique voices. The downside is length. In the opinion of this reader, some of the scenes, well done though they are, do not add to the story. However, if you read for the glory of words, Clarence Olgibee is for you.
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Racism and contrast are rife in this book, which follows a young black man in Ohio, where the white men have all the power in the 1950s, through Navy service in the Philippines, when he gets treated pretty much as an equal, if he has to go to a Manila brothel for it.

The novel starts with an unprovoked racist killing in the 1970s, an unwilling witness going to jail as an accomplice. Once in jail this man finds the only way to survive is to join a gang, but this gang is a deluded white supremacist group.

I found the linking theme to be how little control the two different men had over their lives or companions. Clarence, the black man, has occasional flashes of paranormal sight, which he keeps to himself. Later he is compared to a shaman. He's no paragon, and by the late part of the book is trying to convince his widowed landlady he has found the light through her help, hoping to marry her and raise his status. This impinges on his drinking.

I understand that the book emphasises the doings of racists and creedists in order to show how little you would want these people ruling your world. However, when everyone seems to be an anti-hero and the dialogue is peppered with expletives and violent aims, political spite and violence, and women are objectifed by most, the book really isn't for me. There's crime, and food science, and politics of the 1960s. Other readers will enjoy it more, and I thought the background was well described. (For instance a moneyed man wipes his nose on the sleeve of his silk suit.) The author has put a lot of work and brutal honesty into his writing. This is definitely an adult read.

I was sent an e-ARC by the author. This is an unbiased review.
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First I would like to thank Mr. Kessler for gifting me this book in return for my honest review. I am both grateful and honored. This is my honest and unbiased critique, not at all based upon how I came to receive this book.
"Clarence Olgibee" turned out to be not at all what I expected of it after reading the first two chapters. It appeared at first to be a story of anger against a society that merely pre-judged him as a black human being trying to survive in a society whose ground rules were ordained and enforced by a white political and economic structure While this does form an important aspect of the story about to be told it is not totally the predominant theme. It must be taken into consideration that this novel begins in the early 1940's when the majority of outward views and attitudes towards black citizens was not censored. It was acceptable to voice outwardly your negative and hateful feelings toward those individuals who were not part of the white ruling structure(I would love to say that much has changed today, but sadly these feelings still exist. There may be a greater degree of outward censorship in their voicings but to deny the existence of prejudice and hate would be both ignorant and fanciful).
The story, however, concentrates more on Clarence, who he is at the time and why he is the person he's growing to become. To a tee the narrative explains how the situations we encounter and must deal with have a great impact on the person we will grow to be. Both his mother, who honestly believes that education is the principle route one must take to raise themselves out of their social and economic standing and his father, who I can only describe as the closest character I've encountered to a savant in in a long time, appear to be socially distant from their son. I won't give away too much of the plot as I'd prefer that you, the reader, draw your own conclusions. What I will ask is that when reading this book please follow the story to it's conclusion. The ending(NO SPOILERS HERE) was an amazing use of what I can only describe as "genre-shifting" and to me, was very well much appreciated.
I simply was enthralled by Mr. Kessler's writing style. I've read in other reviews that some found him a bit verbose. I totally disagree. It seems to me that it would be next to impossible to relate the storyline and journey we are about to take without having it properly set up for us in heartbreaking detail. I much prefer to having a bit too much information than to having not enough. The only problem I had with the book in general was it was very difficult to find a likeable character to root for. Clarence, Todd, Mrs. Olgibee and many of the other characters that played an important role in setting up the plot and rationale of the story were simply not likeable. Some of them allowed(or demanded) empathy, especially Mr. Olgibee, who truly appeared to love his son and wife but had no relatable idea of how to show it. I also wanted to know a lot more about Willard, one of the most interesting characters in the book. I sadly felt his story was merely glossed over and would not be disappointed if Mr. Kessler devoted a book solely to Willard(one of the most interesting characters in the book).
In conclusion(I know, talk about being verbose) I think that "Clarence Olgibee" was an extremely well written and thoughtful book. It's not the easiest read, due to the subject matter, but I believe it to be an important read. Thank you Mr. Kessler for sharing what became a wonderful experience for me and I look forward to your continued writings(especially "Willard:The Full Story").
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Clarence Oglibee by Alan S. Kessler is an intriguing yet dark tale. One that shows the true ugliness of human nature. Racism is just a nightmare in fiction but in the real world too. No matter how many years go by there will always be racism issues bringing down people everywhere. Society is to blame. Yet it's also the people who build up that society.

Alan S. Kessler's writing is superb. I was pulled into the plot instantly. The story held me captive. Sending shivers down my spine and suspense was like a thick heavy blanket. Brutal, raw, and an honest telling of how these situations occur everywhere. Racism has been imprinted upon birth almost programmed into our DNA. Generation after generation and still the struggles are real. Black seems to be forever lost in world not ready to let go of it's evilness. The words are three dimensional. Popping to life with every page. The action is intense. Leaving me sitting on the edge of my chair holding in my breath.

Consequences of cruelty stays pressed up in one's mind forever. The images never fade. That's exactly where Jimmy Tate Sullivan lies. His friends beat to death an innocent black man on the streets. A man that was heading home. Yet the white young men were drunk and looking for trouble. Trouble came and cost a man his life. Jimmy ended up spending time in jail. As rightly so. The plot gets darker as the story continues to unfold for the main character. Choices have to be made. Danger hangs tightly in the air.

Overall, I highly recommend this stunning yet realistic tale to readers worldwide.
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From the first lines i was drawn in. i could feel the dry summer heat, see the dust and dirty boots, feel the presence of learned racism and rage. The fear was paralyzing when the young white men attacked the black man just because they could - the truth of racism screamed out. The author creatively uses a friendship between a white and black boy, religion, neighborhoods, work ethics, sexual orientation and more to define racism and intolerance at its root - drawing the reader into the family dynamics, societal rules, fears, injustice and all honestly and fearlessly brought to light using the relationships to explore the ugly truths of racial discord, hate and ignorance of the times. This is a book I not only wanted to read, it is a book I had to read because once I started to read I lived within its pages - there was no other choice. Fascinating. And just when I thought I understood the horrid depth of racism the author takes it further by using the main characters time in the U.S. Navy to further explore the cruel injustices and inhumane realities of racism - the truths like a barbed spike into my soul - and add to that the author brings in eugenics - societal cleansing with such a righteous hateful fury that it made me gasp out loud. The political misuse of powers and white supremacist ego are well defined by this writer as the life of the main character, Clarence, intersects with hateful racism on every front and leaves the reader in horror at the raw truth of injustices, rage, intolerance and prejudice. The truth imprisons rather than frees. Even in death there is no peace. This is a must read for anyone who wants to truly understand and live within the harsh realities of racism.
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Two words come to mind when I try to describe Alan Kessler's Clarence Oligbee. Ambitious, and rambling. It's the story of race and family, spanning from the 1950s into the 1970s and 1980s. Clarence Oligbee, an African-American young man living in Ohio, befriends Todd, a white classmate whose liberal parents have moved from Manhattan into Oligbee's middle-class black neighborhood. As their friendship grows and then falls apart, Kessler explores race in America.

Clarence joins the Navy, and learns that equality is a distant dream. In spite of his high aptitude scores and heroic deeds, he's stuck shining shoes and serving dinner to white officers. He learned that "education, intelligence, even heroism, couldn't life a Negro past where a white man thought he should go." Back in Ohio, Todd fell under the influence of white supremacists with plans to eliminate blacks and Jews from the United States.

Kessler places some interesting insights about race relations during this era in American history. Clarence gets a preview of racial equality at a college football game, where he witnessed "the color and sound of 100,000 people linking their fate, hopes, and dreams to the actions of eleven young men on a field. . . . There were not black or white people . . . only crimson and gray. . . . Clarence had felt close to God, to a world perfect in its equality where effort, not race, mattered." However, a white man sitting nearby destroyed his vision: "Maybe someday you'll play here, too! A big buck running back with a white quarterback for the brains!" It was a reminder that white people "wanted him to play by their rules."

Religion also plays a role in Clarence's story. He learns from his mother that church is not about God, but about community. "There is no divine being listening to the choir sing and the reverend preach. . . . But when we put on Sunday clothes and walk together to church to sit side by side in pews, we are strengthened by a shared spirit." I wonder how common this sentiment is in the black church.

I said Clarence Olgibee is ambitious and rambling. Ambitious, in Kessler's scope. The setting of the story seems to keep growing, as does the impact. Clarence falls in with some interesting characters in the Philippines, giving him a sense of history larger than himself. In Ohio, some businessmen expand their impact on history well beyond what I would have expected, even touching the biggest historical events of the era. All of this is tied together in a rambling style. The personal connections become a bit mind-boggling after a while. I didn't quite need a flow chart to keep track of who was related to whom, but the random connections piled up a bit, some in very important ways.

I enjoyed Clarence Olgibee in spite of Kessler's rambling style. The prose didn't flow all that well throughout, giving it a rough-cut feel. But the characters are memorable, and the arc of the story keeps it very interesting.

Thanks to Mr. Kessler for the complimentary review copy!
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Behind the unassuming title, Clarence Olgibee, hides a thought-provoking, multifaceted work of literature, which braves to take on a multitude of uncomfortable issues from a dark chapter in the American history. And dare it does, head on.

Clarence Olgibee, the center figure in this work, is not properly introduced until the second chapter, his entry delayed by a murder taking place thirty years later.

And so the story opens with a murder—a racially inspired murder nonetheless. The sensitive reader who worries about political correctness is likely going to be appalled by the time the murder takes place, but rest assure that the author's intentions are not racially motivated. Like a ball of yarn that has to be untangled, the story follows the twisted paths presented by an omniscient narrator as he observes alternating protagonists from the one strand to the center where the ball becomes whole again as the reader untangles the vermiculated threads to the common story.

Let me be clear that, in this story, there are no heroes. The protagonists have their baggage and their skeletons, and are as diverse as the cultural fabric of history. The story takes place at a time of crossroads — a time when segregation was (in theory) on its way out, a time when the unprivileged had hoped for opportunities, and the privileged held on to the old days. In between were those who could care less, and those who did not fit in either society yet thought themselves better than those of their own race. And yet, there were those of power and status who just could not let change take place without putting up a fight.

The story of Clarence, however, is not a story of a middle class black teen fighting for justice in an unjust world. Far from it. The story of Clarence is a story of ignorance, prominently featured on both sides of the racial divide. It is a story of crushed dreams, but not of dreams of equality. It is a story of vanity, insecurity, desire, and damnation. It is a story of people being used for agendas, and a story of disappointments. It is a story of status quo, and the individual's inability to break it.

But I do not want to make this sound as if Clarence's story is a story of the Civil Rights Movement. For it is not. And while the multiple protagonists I mentioned earlier include middle class black teens, upper class black teen, middle class white teens, and the upper crust of white conservative society, among others, this story does not concern itself with noble causes. Instead, it focuses on the individual choices and agendas at a time of change.

Nevertheless, if you think you would enjoy a story where well developed characters play against a backdrop of abuse of religion, societal hierarchy, racism, bigotry, sexual taboos, spirituality, segregation, the inability to escape one's shadow, and damnation, then Clarence Olgibee just might be the book for you.
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In 1974, in a small Texas town, Jimmy Tate Sullivan watches his two friends club to death an African American man. While serving time for the crime, Jimmy is approach by a sleazy inmate, named Munson, who uses him as a pawn to join a secret cult known as The Church of Christ, Judea. Taken back to 1942, the reader is introduce to five year old Clarence Olgibee, who hears a racial slur hurled at him, but the narrative begins to slowly evolve shifting from past to present, bringing together three friends and a host of believable and flawed characters. The story delves into disloyalty, exploitation, racism, anti Semitism, economic, social favoritism, classism and colorism. The plot has many dramatic twists and turns, revelations, merging historical events and fiction, with an ending that will have you asking, “What does the future hold for Christopher and Rose? The story line does a great job at holding everyone responsible for playing a pivotal role in reinforcing these ills; so much so, these problems still prevail today.
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Clarence Olgibee was a black kid who grew up in Ohio. Both his parents were teachers, his mother overbearing. She tried to mold her son into something he could never be. Clarence, like most teenage boys, was driven by his hormones and got a girl pregnant. He chose to run and enlisted in the Navy. Faced with prejudice and racism, he struggled in the environment. An explosion onboard the vessel he was serving on led Clarence to his most heroic act, he saved a drowning man's life. Disillusioned and desperate, Clarence became a deserter. Forced to hide for the rest of his life by his actions, Clarence died haunted by bigotry and poor decisions. Kessler's style is challenging, but his voice speaks to the human condition that still thrives in modern day America.
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If you like books where the characters are well-developed, you will like Kessler's writing in Clarence Olgibee. The book starts out in the mid-20th century, and involves three Texas teens murdering a black man. After completing the first chapter, I feared that I might be reading the rantings of a white supremacist, but as I read on, I realized this was not the case. Clarence Olgibee is a young black child when we first meet him, and we soon learn that the man he becomes is shaped by his parents, his environment, and his acquaintances. I really wanted to like him, but I soon realized that he is a master manipulator. As he goes through life making one bad choice after another, he doesn't seem to realize that he is responsible for the circumstances he finds himself in. It is the same with other characters in the book. Regardless of the plans they make, one after another finds themselves in circumstances not of their choosing, but their fault none the less. Kessler's characters are multi-faceted, and his rich story line allows you to see how each character evolves or devolves over time. I am a fast reader, and I finished this book over a weekend. However, because some parts of the book are very intense, I frequently had to stop reading and take a break from the book. I always returned because I wanted to see what lay ahead for the characters.
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CLARENCE OLGIBEE BY ALAN S KESSLER tells the tale first of Jimmy Tate Sullivan, who in 1974 stood by and watched his friends beat a black man to death. Jimmy found guilty is sentenced to life in prison where his life,of course, makes a dramatic change . That story is told first to lead the reader into CLARENCE OLGIBEE growing up in 1954, where we really learn that actions do present consequences no matter if they are good or bad actions. As the pages flip by you keep going deeper and deeper into the lives of Clarence and his friends & family, racism and class conflicts. Its not a pretty book but it is a book that is worthy of a read, and not a bad read from an "unknown author" (mr. kessler's words not mine!) I see good things coming from this author!

I received this book free from the author in exchange for a review.
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Review of Clarence Olgibee
by Alan S. Kessler

A picture of Racial Intolerance and Indifference

You can’t put this book down. The characters are skilfully portrayed and together with the plot give us a picture of racial intolerance and indifference which smacks you in the face.

I admire the research that the author has done in so many fields: education, religion, race relations and life in prison to mention a few. He has built a compelling story around the characters, the conditions they live in and the temptations they face.

This isn’t a book that is relaxed fireside reading. It challenges you. It will make you feel uncomfortable. But it is realistic. It shakes your belief in the goodness of man.

And it gives a message to all of us. Understanding the underside of life might help us be more compassionate towards those who have been born on ‘the other side’. A newborn child is going to be the product of it’s environment.

Alan Kessler’s novel is thought provoking. Whether we like it or not, we need to face up to what drives crime and what part we each play in this game of life. Well done Alan!

5 stars
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This novel by an experienced writer leads the reader into unfamiliar and often subcultural settings, including a prison in which subscribing to a bigotry masked as religion provides a defense against sexual violence; an account of the personnel and cramped sailors' quarters on a U.S. military vessel; and a description of popular tourist sites as well as some of the seedier neighborhoods of Manila, where the narrator, a seaman whose ship is in port, is escorted by a well-educated and upscale female revolutionary. All of the many characters are richly drawn and fully developed, and overall this work presents an educational and edifying exploration of some of humanity's darker motives.
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I was given this book by the author in exchange for a review.

I had a rough time reading this book. Not to make the review about me, but I've been dealing with clinical depression and this book was rather sad. Depressing, even. So it was tough going, and I'm afraid that I won't be doing it justice; other reviewers will have done a better job. In the end, I'm not certain that I am the correct target audience.

Nevertheless, I have to admire Kessler's ambition in the scope of the story. No one escapes the grip of racism in this book. I wish there had been more hope for the characters, and some sympathetic people to root for, but that's just my perpetual desire for happy endings and heroic protagonists! If you want to know exactly how horrible racism is, how stifling and complex and wide-reaching it is, then let Kessler show you through his detailed story, nuanced characters, and literary prose.
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The author does an amazing job of walking the reader through the painful understanding what white supremacy is and how it impacts genuine human beings on the 'outside' of the oligarchy of white wealth and power.
Clearly, one can look at society today - especially in the western world of "mainstream whiteness" and see the emptiness and lack of humanity that exists in this so-called privileged class. Kessler penetrates the shallowness of the ' ruling class'. Very well done. Very painful to come face-to-face with hegemonic culture.
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It is always nice to be invited to review a book and the book turns out to be really really good. Such is the case with Alan S. Kessler's CLARENCE OLGIBEE, it is a really good read. The author lets words get in the way of the story a little but this story is strong. The book is a little dark, deals with racism, and choices we have to make in life that can cuase lives to shatter. This one is well worth the read, a book to lend to friends.
Four and A Half Stars
Note : The author gave me a copy of the book in exchange for an unbiased review
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First of all, thanks to Alan Kessler for the invitation to read and review this book. For an "unknown writer," all I can say is bravo! It is not an easy book to read; Kessler's prose is an excellent, and wrenching, honest look at the 50s and race relations in the American South. The characters are well defined, including their back stories. Tensions build, and the entire plot line is so terribly believable. I really look forward to more from this exceptional author.
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This book is a must read! The author takes us through a tempestuous time period; when racial tensions are high and prejudice is prevalent.
The main character Clarence Olgibee is a young african-american, who faces hard choices about his present environment and his uncertain future.
The story starts off with a family relationship that is dominated by the morals and expectations of an educated mother and intellectual father. The
book also reveals the circumstances surrounding a white family that sacrifices their prior upper class environment to live in a minority community.
As someone who was brought up in an integrated neighborhood on Chicago's south side, I was emotionally connected to the main characters.
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Alan S. Kessler’s Clarence Olgibee is a grim satire. That sounds like an oxymoron because satires traditionally make us laugh, and this one certainly delivers chuckles quite often. But it also paints a dark, dark world. Covering almost three decades, it skewers societal attitudes against blacks, Jews, the rich, the poor, women, and even religion. It is a sprawling saga that begins with a young man in prison in 1974 Texas , then flashes back to the teenage years of Clarence, a black boy in Ohio. We then wind our way through Clarence’s life and the lives of his friends and all they come in contact with. And just when we, as readers, wonder what this all has to do with that Texas prisoner, the author connects it all—and the connection is mind-blowing. There is a lot to be learned from this novel, and the author hammers his message from beginning to end. I particularly liked that, though it told the story of black man in America, it didn’t stick to just a condemnation of racism. It pretty much condemns most of what is wrong with our country. Kessler writes well, and his skill helps him get his points across. My only criticism is that the editor should have been more judicious. The dialogue here is spot on; the narrative needs the cutting knife of an editorial surgeon. Sentences go on and on: I counted one sentence that weighed in at 104 words! And many are over 50 words, spilling out so many details that, although interesting, could be cut and we’d never feel the loss. And too, the author overuses participles. Seeing so many sentence constructions strung together with words ending in “ing” was disconcerting. A better editor would have flagged those and asked Kessler to restructure. They—because they defined those enormously long sentences—interrupted the flow, and I feel were a detriment to the message. But we don’t pick our editors. Oftentimes, we feel powerless to override their decisions. In this case, if the editor never mentioned those over-long sentences, the author would remain clueless that he could improve the narrative immensely. The book is 425 pages long; I believe at least a hundred of those pages could be eliminated and thus improve a fine tale. And this is fine, inventive tale. Kessler’s message is admirable, and he couches it in humor and interesting characters.
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Clarence Olgibee spent his entire life trapped in a web of racism. No matter how hard he tried to blend in or shed his skin, Olgibee could not escape the fate that society and humanity wove for him. Kessler's novel combination of realism, psychology and noir is beautifully written and filled with sardonic wit. Consider Olgibee's nerdy father who built amphibious cars that only sank.

Clarence Olgibee is the story of the universal corrosive nature of racism and how racism and fascism wear the same clothes. Is there hope in Kessler's Olgibee? Yes. But the battle to strip racism from the American cloth is never-ending.

Louis J. Salome, journalist and author of "Violence, Veils and Bloodlines -- Reporting from War Zones."
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Kessler's book is one that I could not put down, Watching the young people evolve in to adults & the choices they made as adults during a time of racism, white supremacists, etc. relating to the culture of the time was interesting. Clarence Olgibee is well written and a good read.
Kay K. Avid Reader & Book Club Member.

[image: image37.png]0 Glynn Young 0P 1000 REVIEWER VINE VOICE

# ¢ e e The past is always present
april 7, 2016
ormat: Kindle Edition




The story begins with three white West Texas teenaged boys finding a drunk black man walking alongside a road. They chase him into a field, and two of them beat him to death with a baseball bat; the third boy, sickened by the act, throws up. But the law deems them all responsible, and after trial they go to prison.

The third boy comes under the influence of a white supremacist, a fellow inmate who hates blacks and Jews. He becomes a kind a kind of priest in the supremacist’s church, until a prison librarian begins to slip him books, books which begin to raise doubts about these doctrines he’s embraced. He eventually rejects them, only to be stabbed to death by another inmate.

All of that happens with the very early part of Alan Kessler’s novel “Clarence Olgibee,” when the scene shifts to central Ohio some 20 years earlier, to the family of the title character. Clarence is a black high school student, aiming to be accepted by Oberlin University and eventually become a doctor. His parents are a rather strict and controlling mother and a father who can recite large sections of what it is he’s been reading, mostly in the sciences. And that is almost all he does.

Confusion as to how this family in central Ohio connects to a killing and imprisonment in West Texas slowly and gradually unfolds. It involves a politically progressive white family moving into a predominantly black neighborhood; a teenaged girl whose doctor father is injured in an accident, forcing the family to downsize its economic status; a cousin who visits from the South; a shadowy organization that takes shape behind the façade of a country club and the town’s well-to-do citizens; and a stint in the navy and results in a fateful act of heroism.

Kessler is the author of two previous novels, “A Satan Carol” (2102) and “Shadowlands” (2013). None of his works, including “Clarence Olgibee,” can be called conventional. But they can be called thought-provoking, arresting, surprising, and fascinating.

As “Clarence Olgibee” unfolds, the reader experiences a story of connection and inter-connections. What a teenager does in central Ohio leads to a death in a West Texas field many years later. A joke involving a barrel rolled down a hill results in tragedy. A cousin spends a few months living with a family and influences his nephew forever after, including after the the cousin’s death. A promise made on a deathbed leads to unimagined consequences. The past is always present, and is the present. And the future.
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You learn about a lot of characters in this book that make lousy decisions in their lives. Instead of success, joy and satisfaction they are always searching. White Supremacy is on of the choices many of the main characters live and die for. At First many of the supposedly heroes seem unconnected, but the author brings it all together with some surprise revelations at the end.

                                                             Gables Court
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Gables Court” chronicles 10 years of Samuel Baas’ life. Set during the 60s and 70s, Samuel, a newly graduated lawyer from Boston has always gotten everything he wanted because his father handed it to him. His father wanted him to be a lawyer, and that’s what he did. He even got him a job at a law firm in Miami and payed for his car and his rent. Samuel learned at a young age that if someone hurt him, he could tell his father and things would be better. But is that how he wanted to live forever?

In Miami, he finds himself alone for the first time, knowing still that his father is a phone call away, he has the opportunity to finally choose his own path. But it’s a slow progression. Samuel had never experienced anything before - friends, girlfriends, sex, drugs, alcohol, etc. He is a hopeless romantic and is always searching for someone to love him and finds himself falling for all the wrong girls who are too free spirited for marriage and love. But he is always searching.

Samuel chooses to help people and leaves the law firm his father chose for him to open his own - on his own terms, helping the less fortunate. His clientele include Haitian immigrants, prostitutes, and a possible Nazi war-criminal. Through the people he meets, he slowly learns about himself, his faith - though he was born Jewish, his family never practiced - and about love, and friendship.

I enjoyed this book. The struggles Samuel faced made him a real person to me. Everyone is looking for the same things Samuel was looking for, though not everyone follows the same paths to get it. The only fault I had were some grammatical errors - it could do with a little more editing. But all in all, I enjoyed it. Couldn’t put it down!
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Set in the 1970s, this book tells the story of a young man named Samuel who moves from New York to Florida to take up a job as a lawyer. He meets a number of different characters during his stay in the rundown Gables Court apartments, none of whom are very pleasant. His landlords are a bossy, over-sized woman who is determined to adopt a kid even though she’s crazy and her henpecked husband who probably has some sort of serious medical condition that she mocks him about.

His neighbors include a group of boorish college kids. Out of them, Samuel eventually befriends the braggart Gary, who wastes his college tuition on a get-rich-quick-scheme. The denizens of Coral Gables also include an obnoxious girl named Kate, who the protagonist develops a crush on. Even his boss ends up being a homophobic jerk. But Samuel is such a nice, upstanding guy that readers keep hoping that his situation will get better by the end of the book. The first part reminded me a lot of Midnight and the Garden of Good and Evil, without the murder aspect.

By the second portion of the novel, Kate has left and Samuel’s boss has died unexpectedly. These incidents cause him to try and turn his life around. He goes on to become a lawyer for the poor and downtrodden. Unfortunately, Samuel runs into several more crazy women and manages to sleep with all of them. He also befriends a guy who's dying of AIDs and a woman who likes him but decides to become a nun anyway. Eventually Samuel gets talked into representing the case of a man who may or may not have been a Nazi, which causes him to have a moral crisis near the end of the book.

The interesting (but generally unlikable) characters are the story’s strong point. However, the novel never seems to get off the ground before it comes to a somewhat abrupt end. It remains a meandering tale that’s basically about Samuel and the strange people he encounters during his young adulthood. Readers probably won’t miss the fact that his dad was involved in organized crime of some sort, which might have taken the novel in a more interesting direction had the writer chosen to go that route. The story would have also benefited from a more thorough editing because there were several noticeable errors in the text.

All in all, it’s decent story but it reads more like a memoir than a novel.
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Gables Court is an intriguing book. Some of the dialogue is a little awkward, so I wasn’t sure about it at first, but the author’s attention to detail really brings the reader right into the scenes. This coming of age story of Samuel Baas is full of all the exciting and harrowing adventures of youth, as well as the lasting impact of his choices as he advances in age. Overall this book has a great sense of place and tone, but could use a little more inventive dialogue and character building to really match the excellent scenery. I wish I could give it a three and a half. Certainly enjoyable, but that extra character and dialogue development would really push this story over the top.
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This story begins when Samuel Bass, a young man fresh out of law school, begins his first job in Miami. Although occasionally bullied and lacking affection from his parents as a child, he had a fairly sheltered life. As he starts his life in Miami, Samuel’s naivety is quickly driven away by the eccentric characters he meets along the way. Throughout the novel, which takes place over the course of many years, Samuel struggles to face reality, especially when it comes to romances. However, unlike many reviewers have previously posted, I did develop a sympathy for Samuel as he attempts to find himself and do right in the world. I found a few parts a bit confusing when the years jumped by, without much explanation of time in between, but despite this puzzling feature, I was entertained by the story-line; curious to see how Samuel’s life would turn out.
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Alan S. Kessler writes another novel displaying his storytelling abilities. However, like Clarence Olgibee (see my review of 5/20/2016), there isn’t anything memorable about the story. In my review of Clarence Olgibee, I said, “What is this novel about? What is the point of this story?” Well, ditto on his latest novel. This man can write, but he hasn’t come up with a story that he can run to the bank with yet. There are edit errors in the novel that should have been corrected before publication. And is our hero’s name Samuel Baas, or Samuel Bass? That’s the $64,000 question. The writing style is good, the prose is good, but the story is just a story. Mr. Kessler, put your thinking cap on and impress me with a haunting tale that I will not forget. It doesn’t have to be the Great American Novel, like Uncle Tom’s Cabin (see my review of 12/9/2012), just something poignant. Anyway, I don’t want the readers think that I don’t like Kessler’s work, his knack for using complex and flawed characters is surprisingly good, but his stories seem to lack direction. Alright, let’s talk about this novel.

The main activities are in a apartment complex called Gables Court in Coral Gables, Florida and in a local Law office. Samuel Baas has just arrived after graduating from law school. His father (a mobster) has paid for a apartment in Gables Court and secured a job for him at RHB Enterprises as a lawyer. Once he arrives, he thinks to himself, “Father wanted me to be a lawyer. He kept me out of Vietnam and got me into law school. Now I have a job because he made a phone call.” Samuel meets three high schoolers (Gary, Benny and Wolfman) by the pool and becomes friends with Gary. Samuel inspects his room and finds out that the a/c doesn’t work and there are big roaches (palmetto bugs) that stink running around. He complains to the useless manager, Mr. Harry Lipman to no avail. Mr. Lipman is too busy running favors for his fat wife, Rosalyn, who constantly buzzes him with her hand beeper.

He also meets a college student, Kate, who also lives there and is going to a local college. Samuel falls in love with her. The next day Samuel walks to the RHB office for his first day of work, where he meets the chain smoking secretary, Vera, and his new boss, Mr. Eldridge (a lawyer who has never been to court). Samuel is sweating from the walk, because his Ford Pinto hasn’t arrived from Massachusetts yet. Mr. Eldridge tells Samuel that they represent a important developer, Mr. Baxter, (a slumlord) and he wants Samuel to sign eviction notices for Baxter. Vera dropped a load of files on the table. “These are the evictions. Just don’t sit there, open one up...you’re looking at the complaint. Name of plaintiff, defendant, rent due, copy of the lease. You sign, we file, and the sheriff serves it.” Later, a beautiful girl (they are all beautiful in this novel, except Vera) named Susan comes in and tells Samuel, “I’m taking orders for lunch. What can I get you?” She works down the hall at the travel agency and takes lunch orders at 11:00 everyday. Don't worry, there are some exciting parts later.

The above review of the first 28 pages is typical of what happens throughout the story. It’s a okay story, but about what? Okay, his young friend Gary thinks he will become a millionaire by selling a gas additive that will give the consumer 50% more mileage per tank full. Nobody buys it. Samuel bails him out by telling him (that) his father will buy his supply ($3,000), but secretly, Samuel buys it with his own money. Samuel doesn’t want sex until he is married, but is lured by Kate anyway. And when he proposes to her on one knee, she says, “Never kneel to anyone. I’m very disappointed in you. I told you what’s important to me and you forgot. Stop. Don’t interrupt. Just listen. I’m going to medical school. I don’t intend to be anyone’s little wife.” Then she invites him to a spaghetti and meatball dinner after she chews him out. Haha. I said in the first paragraph that Kessler only uses flawed characters and there are plenty in this novel. There were a lot of funny parts in this story, but I’m not sure it was meant to be a comedy. There are more bits and pieces and unique situations that come up in this story (especially when the mob takes over), but overall it was similar to the Seinfeld show...a book about nothing (but Seinfeld made a fortune doing nothing). I have to give this novel a better rating than I gave his previously reviewed work because the author made me chuckle frequently.
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Gables Court, by: Alan Kessler is a coming of age novel with bits of romance and mystery. The main character, Samuel Baas, is a lawyer fresh out of law school and living in Miami. He has a good heart and a brilliant mind, yet, he can’t seem to find that soul-searing love he’s yearning for. We follow Samuel through his 10-year journey while he looks for meaning, love, purpose and happiness. He struggles with himself about his humanity and the humanity of others around him. We watch him try to grasp the concepts of life and the laws of nature.
There are many thoughts that stimulate one’s brain in this book; many realistic situations that Samual bass deals with that anyone can relate to.
I had two dislikes about Gables Court. There were quite a few grammatical errors(They don’t take away from the purpose of the story, but, they are noticeable). Secondly, there were some moments where I felt that Samuel could‘ve chosen different and more realistic solutions to his many struggles. I felt that the main character was a bit inept and that caused me to feel a bit frustrated during certain situations he found himself in.
Other than those two issues, Alan Kessler delivered an irreproachable story that outlined the realities and insight of life, with persistence and accuracy! Gables Court gave a genuine outlook on love, lust and the many struggles the people deal with on a daily basis. We all have flaws and Alan Kessler wasn’t afraid to show them in his character. He highlighted the woes throughout Samuels 10-year journey through life with finesse. The scenes were realistic, the plot was pragmatic and the dialogue was authentic.


I would recommend this book to any reader who enjoy the walk-through-life outlook with an emphasis on romance and morality.
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Alan Kessler’s Gables Court is an interesting and unique, if somewhat unfocused, read dealing with the contrast of lofty ideals and harsh realities. It’s a well-written story that leaves the reader with more questions than answers and challenges them to interpret the actions of its characters amidst the gray moralities of clashing motivations.

Gables Court follows the exploits of a young lawyer, Samuel, as he takes his first tentative steps into adulthood and independence. He moves into the titular apartment complex where he encounters his first love and inevitable first heartbreak while attempting to establish a law practice in the melting pot of sin, humidity, and desperation that is Miami, Florida. Having been protected by his influential father and instilled with a sheltered morality that leaves him nearly helpless against the guile of the businessmen, landlords, criminals, and women that make up his new world, Samuel’s journey is one of maturation and acceptance.

At one point, following an encounter with an embittered Vietnam veteran, Samuel dreams of a conversation with the Almighty himself. “Why do you let her hurt me?”, he implores. “Because there are no rice paddies in Miami” is God’s response. That is to say that whether we are privileged rich boys working in an office or poor soldiers sent overseas to commit and witness atrocities, suffering is one thing we all have in common as humans and it comes in many forms and varieties. Samuel’s search for true love leads to many dead ends, making him question (as we all do at one time or another) whether there is such a thing or if we are even capable of seeing it when it’s right in front of us. Meanwhile, he struggles with the morality of his profession, chosen for him by his father, and with concepts of spirituality, identity, and faith, both as they pertain to himself and to others.

It’s a lot of heavy stuff, and Kessler’s prose is evocative and gripping throughout. The book suffers from a few drawbacks; minor typos here and there (my OCD sense is tingling!) as well as too many one-note characters whose lack of depth doesn’t allow the narrative immersion to reach its full potential. Also, while Samuel’s childlike naivete certainly speaks to many of us whose life experiences -or lack thereof- and personalities can leave us feeling clueless in our interactions with others, it’s still hard to get over the occasional desire to reach into the pages and slap him silly. Sometimes his actions are a little unbelievable. Then again, this is true of a lot of people we encounter in real life as well.

Gables Court is definitely worth a read as it packs a lot to think about into a pretty efficient and effective coming of age story that manages to easily dodge most of the tropes one associates with the genre. Coming to terms with love, lust, and the difference between the two while struggling with personal concepts of identity and morality and how to cope with the wildly divergent concepts of all of these things that are represented in our dealings with our fellow humans is something we can all relate to on some level as adults and more than anything else, that’s what makes this one a winner.
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The skilled writer starts out strong and does not disappoint as the main character Samuel is beginning to create his own life. The reader quickly understands the dynamics he is facing and has faced in growing up in a life of wealth and privilege driven by his father’s command and his loveless mother. Samuel attempts to handle his own affairs while living in a cheap motel, paid for by his father as he prepares to start his first job as a lawyer secured by his father as well..
The author brilliantly develops characters and relationships with Samuel, from the grumpy hotel office manager and his obese insulting ill wife, also 3 college students renting other rooms at the motel he is staying at, one that becomes Samuel’s long time friend. Samuel also meets some fascinating young women, one that also rents at the motel - Kate - a difficult and unsettling affair. Samuel is quite naive in matters of relationships, love, and friendship. Many of Samuels firsts are explored with both humor and raw truth. His lack of feeling loved by his Mother a catalyst for his need to belong and tolerate emotionally abusive relationships.
Samuel them decides that it's time for him to be his own man be his own person and remove himself from his father's control - a desperate and frightening endeavor. Anyone who's ever had to walk away from wealth and privilege to save their very soul this book is definitely for you. Samuel embodies all the courage it takes to do just that. The writer is so skilled in bringing out the passion and strength of Samuel and all of his new beginnings and all he is letting go. His struggle with his faith is brilliantly intertwined with all of his difficult relationships and also how it impacts his work as a lawyer. The writer is so skillful in bringing out Samuels desperate attempt to find himself and understand what is good what is evil what is right what is wrong. Anyone who has ever struggled with finding their own truth in this world then this book will take you on a journey of one person's struggle to find his place and keep trying to love and be loved against all odds.
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I was emailed by the author to review his book yesterday — I read it in one night. Let me just start off with stating that this is the first review request where I’m compelled to give a rating of 5 out of 5 stars! The book is that good!

Gables Court, by Alan S. Kessler (available on Amazon.com) is a very well written novel. I am usually not so generous with my criticism (even when I always try to be “nice” to every novice author who requests an Amazon review from me); but this book really has the makings of being a potential hit or even a NYT Best Seller.

I admit, at first, I didn’t think I would enjoy it. I mean, Kessler started his novel with one-page chapters and a rather odd fixation on Van Gogh that seemed all over the place, all of a sudden jumping from childhood to adult in a matter of less than 5 pages into the novel — but the novel redeems itself relatively fast, so that even though you’re not quite sure if you’re interested, you are engaged quickly once Samuel actually starts having a real dialogue in the book.

Samuel is a wealthy secular Jewish lawyer, during the Vietnam War era, when the draft was in full force. He’s from the New England area, and moves down to Miami to get some work experience as a newbie lawyer. He starts off with eviction cases. He moves to an apartment complex call the Gables Court, where he meets characters that develop his life (even though he’s already 24 by the time this all happens — so he’s no naive “little boy”).

You feel kind of bad for the poor schmuck! He can’t get a break in love, it seems. Kate reminds me of Ginger (Sharon Stone) from that mob movie Casino (the one with Joe Pesci and Robert De Niro). I mean, even though it doesn’t really go into any details, you kind of just assume she’s a woman who has lost her looks as the years go by, and it was something that she had depended on heavily… you also assume she’s some kind of druggie too (at least I did).

I was disappointed by the abrupt ending though, kind of a non-ending almost. All of a sudden he feels there’s a chance of hope in love when he’s at a diner and sees some Russian waitress who references Van Gogh — a bit too Hollywood-ish in my opinion, but even the lacking of an ending doesn’t take away from the overall appeal of the bulk of the novel.

I highly recommend this book as a “good read” — I wish Mr. Kessler huge success with it.
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Kessler, Alan S. “Gables Court”, Black Rose Writing, 2018.

Looking for Samuel

Amos Lassen

There was a time when sex was an act of love and not as much a recreational activity that it has become. I know that might be hard to believe but I remember that time well. Samuel Baas also feels that way but he is living in today’s world and as a virgin at 24 years old and a man who wants love and marriage before sex, he is not having an easy time. He as raised in New England where, it is thought, everything is quite staid so when he moves to Miami, he is quite shocked by the free lifestyle there. True romantics have a hard time with the freedom and abandon of the 21st century. Samuel meets Kate and falls for her but she is not interested in marriage and prefers, at least in Samuel’s eyes, to live immorally.

Samuel is a lawyer and a nice Jewish guy who represents an accused Nazi war criminal (my mother would have said that he forgot he was Jewish) and Haitians who, if deported, will have to face retribution. Samuel’s father is a head of a crime family (not a very Jewish career) and takes a special interest in his son’s legal career. Samuel is preoccupied with love, both its definition and finding it. He is, to put it plainly, lonely.

Samuel is a complex and flawed character yet we find ourselves loving him. His father holds strong sway over him and pays for his apartment (at a dingy motel, Gables Court) and found him his first job out of law school. Samuel is very aware that his father pulls the strings that make his son walk and of course he is aware that his dad is a mobster. Samuel’s job at the RHB offices are not exactly what he was expecting. His boss, Mr. Eldridge, has never been to court and the business’s secretary smokes like a smokestack. His day did not start so good anyway since had to walk (he is waiting for his car to join him) to work after discovering large roaches in his apartment. Mr. Eldridge informs Samuel that the firm represents a very important real estate developer (meaning slumlord) by the name of Baxter and Elridge wants Samuel to sign eviction notices for the client and there are many he wants to oust. In this present situation, nothing seems to work out the way our hero had planned. It’s almost as if Samuel comes across as the typical nebbish who can’t find romance, has a lousy job and his only friend is a teenager named Gary who he met by the pool at the “apartment complex.”

Now I am sure you are wondering where this story is going but not to worry, this going to be a fun and a bit painful read. On the other hand, you might ask why you should care about this Sam who seems to have nothing going for him. The picture I have presented so far kind of makes us feel sorry for the guy but he is no nerd. What we really see here is the difference between dreams and reality. Sam has motivation but does not know how to use it but then his father was no great example. Yet his father has protected him and provided for him but was unable to provide him with a sense of morality. I see Samuel as a young man on a journey that will lead him maturation and perhaps even acceptance of himself and of others. He suffers and he questions as he struggles with finding out who he is. Law is meant to be a moral professional yet there is nothing moral about evictions; love is meant to be beautiful but he has yet to see its beauty.

Suffering is one thing we all have in common as humans and it comes in many forms and varieties. Samuel’s search for true love leads to many dead ends, making him question (as we all do at one time or another) whether there is such a thing or if we are even capable of seeing it when it’s right in front of us. Meanwhile, he struggles with the morality of his profession, chosen for him by his father, and with concepts of spirituality, identity, and faith, both as they pertain to himself and to others.

Samuel seems to be clueless and his naiveté angers us and makes us want to slap him but then we realize that he is one of many like himself. I so badly want him to succeed in finding love and companionship and understand who he is. On the other hand (am I am a bit embarrassed to say this), I see a lot of myself in him. My father was not a mobster but a rabbi; a man with strict morals and devotion to his religion and I struggled with acceptance and finding myself just as so many others do. We understand what Samuel faces when we see that he was raised with wealth and privilege and by father who gave him whatever he wanted or needed. When he finally decides that he has to be his own man and leave his father’s influence, he is frightened and desperate but he is doing the right thing. It takes courage to leave someone who has given you everything and we applaud his move. And as he does, he stops being the nebbish and becomes a mensch. We see a passion and a strength in him. As he approaches new beginnings which I do not think he would have been able to do if he had not had the bad experiences in the past.

Alan Kessler has created an unforgettable character in Samuel and as I said before, I believe that is because we see ourselves in him. His struggle is to find his place and try to find love and be loved. We are with Samuel for ten years. During that period, he meets a lot of people and we see Kessler’s skill at creating characters. Samuel begins with a life of desperation and loneliness, living under his father’s wing. When he breaks away, he is free to search for what he wants and needs. There is a lot that I have not mentioned here but then I might have mentioned too much. Be that as it may, I have to say that I loved this point. I even loved the pain I got from remembering my own past. This is not just about Samuel—it is about all of us who have the moxie to admit it (and even those who don’t).
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Gables Court is about Samuel Baas who is a hopeless romantic. He wants to remain a virgin until he falls in love and marries his soulmate. The story takes on 10 years of his life describing his journey towards intimacy. It is only when Samuel meets Kate that things change. Moving from New England opens him to wonders and questions his process of thoughts. “Is love for someone else?

The story ignites the notion that loneliness isn’t gendered specific nor is it an alienation. I enjoyed the fact that the work was not erotica or revolved around graphic sexual content. It was more about the resilience of the human spirit and a quest to find love.

Gables is only 24, yet he had a much higher understanding of what love and life should be. He had a strong head on his shoulder. The literature was interesting and exercised the notion of mystery, joy, confusion, within its own merit.

While the story had great character development, it may have been better if the author had included a surprise or a punching line occurrence into the story, grabbing the reader’s interest with an “I did not see that coming” aspect. Instead, it was a good old novel with the added soul searching.

I believe the book is suitable for a more receptive audience and anyone that enjoys reading a coming of age literary fiction.
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Gables Court is a story that meanders. The story takes place over a decade of Samuel's life and follows him as he starts his career and makes his way through the years. He longs for love but will it happen for him? Kessler is a storyteller. In this character driven work of fiction, the people are the point.

There are no dynamic characters in the piece. Samuel is a bit naive when we meet him. Things in the story seem to happen for him instead of his making them happen. He's wide eyed and innocent and in a rare twist in any genre but Christian, pure and intending to stay that way. The background characters are all fully formed with life stories that pour from them like really cheap wine when they meet Samuel.

There are times when the people in Gables Court are so fascinating that they reflect that charm into a plot progression that didn't quite live up. While I really enjoyed Gables Court, I wouldn't recommend it for every reader. If you're interested in psychology and character driven pieces, give the story a shot. If you like action, Gables Court is not the book for you.
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Kessler is masterful when writing about his characters in his books, and Gables Court is no different. I quickly became invested in the life of Samuel Baas, the main character and a bit of a late-bloomer. Life changes quickly for Samuel as he makes the transition from law school to starting his first job as a lawyer, and moving from New England to Miami, FL. It is a roller coaster ride as you travel with Samuel through the next 10 years of his life, loves, and his career as a lawyer, so hang on. By the end, you will be pleased that you have spent time with this young man. Take careful note of the people Samuel meets so you won't miss the subtle connections Kessler weaves through his books.
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Samuel Baas wants very badly to be loved and return that love. The author has very skillfully constructed a picture of a life of despair and loneliness. Controlled by his father, breaking away from that control searching for wholeness in freedom and love. Samuel is really a classic everyman. All us in one form or another week these things. Kessler takes the reader on a journey of life of that is a roller coaster- a tangible insight of joy a freedom quest and despair.
This book is definitely worth reading - if you're not afraid to look at life realistically. This is a genuine, honest work of literary set-up depicting life unvarnished! Good book!
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Samuel Baas, a young Jewish lawyer living in Miami, can't say no to people. He tries to help everyone. For a guy who wants to wait for marriage to enjoy sex, he's getting plenty. He works for little or nothing and it doesn't seem to bother him. Wierd dreams or flashbacks permeate his life. There's a girl named Kate, a boy named Daniel and a Nazi named Gleba, therein lies most of the story except for Gary, his best friend. There is more, but somehow it felt insignificant. It seemed like a strange novel to me, not bad, and maybe I didn't really understand it. It could be Kessler's style that threw me and his voice is low. If you like a story off the beaten path, this one is for you.
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Samuel Bass is the main character in this challenging and adventurous novel about a young lawyers quest to find his one true love and to explore his sexuality. There are many key players in this dramatic tale. Take Kate for instance who is Samuel's girlfriend, who is interested only in recreational sex, and Vera who is the chain smoking legal secretary, and Samuel's friend Gary, who reminds us of a con artist who is always looking for ways to make a fast buck, and who idealistically seeks heroism and who eventually faces his greatest challenge which is to survive an unpopular war. Through the twists and turns of this story, there is never a dull moment. It is almost like watching a Broadway drama; with the cast of characters merging in and out of the production. Readers who enjoy a captivating fictional story line, will not want to put this book down. The author deserves kudos for offering a story that awakens the readers sense of their own experiences, during their formulating young adult years.
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Alan Kessler is a talented author who like a fine artist paints his descriptive word pictures vividly giving his quirky characters distinctive albeit bizarre personalities. Samuel's pursuit of romance is a hilarious path filled with unexpected results. I highly recommend this book as the story is written by an author that choreographs the relationships of all characters throughout the book extremely well. Wishing you all a Good Read...Hippie Bob
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He is 24 and still a virgin. He wants to keep it until he is married so he moves to another city. She sees sex as just something to do and not a long term thing with one person. He finds this hard. He has enough problems in his day job. See if he can find what he needs.
I received an advanced copy from hidden gems and I enjoyed it so much that I want to review.
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Some readers might describe GABLES COURT as a “bildungsroman,” or story centered on a single person’s growth from youth to adulthood. The choices author Alan Kessler has made about his character Samuel Baas, however, mean that he has actually written a story capturing a part of the world at a particular time in history. Kessler has a good eye for detail, from the color of a leisure suit to architectural oddities. He also has a good eye for the social forces at play in South Miami in the l970s, as well as in the wider world of American society at large: conflicts over the Vietnam War, remaining responsibilities for the personal outcomes of World War II, beginnings of HIV/AIDs, new role challenges and opportunities for women and the reconciliation of all types of religious faith with worldly events and social change.
Reading gets harder for someone trying to define the impacts of a wide variety of events on his central character Samuel. Samuel is a good observer but often adds new experiences and encounters with new kinds of people to his history without coming to strong conclusions about how they make him feel long-term or shape further decisions. At times it appears Samuel weathers so many new events that he is overwhelmed. When that happens, the story takes on an “and then” quality. And, at the end, as Samuel reaches for the comfort of an old artistic pleasure, Kessler suggests that even a multitude of new experiences have had only minor impacts on who Samuel is as an adult. Perhaps the new woman he has met, who seems to appreciate his artistic fixation, will bring change to his life. Perhaps.
Still, a fun read for people wanting a photo album of a particular place at a particular time—a good choice for beach-reading.
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Samuel's journey of self-discovery is filled with laughter and awkward situations. His journey to find love is filled with lessons. I enjoyed taking the journey with him and appreciated his experiences.
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This is a well written story. Follows the span of 10 years of Samuels life. It was intriguing and kept me reading.
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I enjoyed reading it a lot. I was given a free copy for an honest review.
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Samuel Bass leaves New England to Miami to start life as an attorney and away from his family; however, his dad still uses his influence to keep protecting his son whether it is legal or not. Samuel wants a simple life and would like to fall in love and have a family. He tries to find it with several girls. At the same time he is looking for the meaning of life. He doesn't claim his Jewish roots. He even visits a Baptist Church and senses love. He sees gray all around him but wants to see color. His search may remind you of yours as we all look for purpose and fulfillment. You will enjoy reading his adventures as he finally feels he has found the one for him. His attorney practice takes a radical shift as well . An interesting book.

